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[ 1] Read the following text and answer the questions.

Hello, this is 8th grader Bethany Barns of the Loonburn Middle School newspaper. It has been 30 years since
a circus came to town. This month, I want to tell you about Top Circus. My grandfather and father used to go. They
often told me about the clowns, animals, acrobats, and tightrope, so I was very excited to finally experience a circus.

The first performance was the tightrope, where a person performs tricks on stretched rope. High above the
floor, there were two platforms separated by a rope. A man and a woman stood on a platform in front of the rope.
Then the man started to walk carefully, one step after another, across the rope. His arms were spread out while
holding a plate in each hand. There was a glass of water on each plate. The woman was standing on the man’s
shoulders as he walked across the rope. There was complete silence while the man walked balancing plates, water,
and the woman on his shoulders. The crowd cheered when he reached the other side. Next, two other men walked
out and sat on the rope. A woman, carrying two plates with three eggs on each, walked across the rope. Balancing
the plates, she carefully hopped over the two men and successfully reached the opposite platform without an egg
falling.

For the next performance, a giant cage was lowered from the ceiling to the ground. A man led five lions into
the cage. Inside, there were chairs placed in a circle. For a few minutes, the lions walked between the chairs. After
this, they climbed up and sat on the chairs. With a signal from the man, the lions came down and formed a row.
Then the lions took turns jumping over each other. One after another, each lion would stand still on all four legs
and wait for the next lion to leap over it. The lions repeated this act of jumping over each other for several minutes.
Lastly, each lion climbed back up onto a chair, and they opened their mouths wide. The man approached each lion
one by one and stuck his head in its mouth. People clapped each time the man took his head out of a lion’s mouth.

After the show, grandfather, father, and I talked about which performance we enjoyed most. My
grandfather said he enjoyed the clowns jumping through flaming rings most. My father liked the women juggling
knives while riding unicycles. He said that they didn’t have that performance when they used to go. For me, the

tightrope was the best. I hope you enjoyed this report for our school newspaper. If you can, go see Top Circus!

(1) Which three statements match the text? Choose from (A) ~ (1) .
(A) This was Bethany's first time to go to a circus.
(B) Bethany’s grandfather used to jump through flaming rings.
(C) A man balanced a lion on his shoulders in a performance.
(D) Some animal acts were performed inside a cage.
(E) A man balanced eggs on a plate.
(F) A woman balanced glasses of water on a plate.
(G) The lions took turns jumping over the man.
(H) Bethany’s grandfather and father taught her about the circus.
(1) Bethany works for the local newspaper company.
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(2) Answer the following questions. Choose the best answer from (A) ~ (D) .

(D What is the best title for this text?
(A) Top Circus Lion Show
(B) A School Trip to Top Circus
(C) Over 30 Years of Top Circus
(D) An Evening at Top Circus
@ Who is the author of this article?

(A) a performer (B) a student

(C) ateacher (D) aparent
@ How many eggs did the performer carry across the tightrope in total?

(A) three (B) five

(C) four (D) six

@ What did the woman hop over?
(A) A woman balancing eggs
(B) Two men sitting on the rope
(C) Awoman standing on the man’s shoulders
(D) Two men balancing glasses of water
® How many times did the man put his head in a lion’s mouth?
(A) two (B) four
(C) three (D) five
® Which performance did Bethany’s father enjoy most?
(A) The lion show inside the cage
(B) The people walking on the tightrope
(C) Women juggling knives on unicycles
(D) Clowns jumping through flaming hoops

(3) Which Top Circus performance do you think is the scariest? Explain why. Write your answer in three

to four sentences in English.

(4) What do you think about using animals in the circus, zoos and live shows? Explain your answer in

three to four sentences in English.

[ 2] Look at the underlined part of each word. Choose the-one that sounds different from the others from

(A) ~ (D) .
(A) (B) (C)
(1) musician emotion creation
(2) break breakfast ate
(3) park car heart
(4) country founder pound
(5) food lose shoes

(6) thought think this

(D)
television
stay
heard
out
women
thumb
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[ 3] Read the following text and answer the questions.

In Japan, soccer is becoming more popular every year. Japanese teams usually have the initials “FC” at the
end of their name to show that they are a football club. The JFA is the national soccer organization in Japan. The “F”
stands for “football,” so why is it called soccer in Japan?

Soccer has a long history, but the rules of the game were first written down in England in 1863 by the
Football Association. At that time everybody called the sport “football,” but there was another sport that used the
same name. Rugby football was also first played in England and is now popular around the world. With two
“football” sports, some people wanted to have an easier name to use. In the 1880s, students at Oxford University
shortened the names. They started to call rugby football “rugger,” and association football “soccer.” By the 20th
century, however, the two sports were mainly called rugby and football.

In the United States, another sport developed from both rugby and football. This new sport was called
“oridiron football,” but most Americans dropped the word “gridiron” from the name. Nowadays, most people outside
the United States call this sport American football. In 1913, the United States Football Association was established
but later changed its name to the United States Soccer Football Association, and is now called the United States
Soccer Federation.

When soccer came to Japan from England, clubs used the word “soccer” to describe the sport. This name has
become the most common. So next time you see a Japanese football club playing a sport they call soccer, youw'll know

why the two names exist.

(1) Answer the following questions. Choose the best answer from (A) ~ (D) .
D How many sports are mentioned in the reading?
(A) one
(B) two
(C) three
(D) four
@ Why did some people make the name “rugger”?
(A) Tt is because there were three football sports.
(B) They wanted to make an easier name to call rugby.
(C) They wanted to make a new sport.
(D) It is because American students copied them.
(® What organization would soccer players in the United States belong to nowadays?
(A) FA
(B) USSFA
(C) USSF
(D) USFA

(2) Writeonewordin ( 1 ) ~ ( 10 )tocomplete a summary of the text above.

Soccer has become a popular sport in Japan. In Japan, the sportis ( 1 ) soccer, but club names end
with FC, which means ( 2 ) club. Rules for modern day soccer were ( 3 ) in England. When soccer started
in England, its name was football, but it ( 4 ) this name with rugby football. Because of this, some students
( 5 ) rugby football to “rugger,” and association football to “( 6 ).” In America, ( 7 ) sport called
gridiron football was ( 8 ) from rugby and football. People don’t usually use the word gridiron football
(9 ) they are talking about American football. It’s very confusing that in Japan clubs are called football clubs,
but the sportis ( 10 ) as soccer.
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[4] Choose the best word from (A) ~ (D) to complete each sentence.

(1) I asked John to ( ) along some friends to the party.

(A) bring (B) dance (C) call (D) drive
(2) Ifthere’s something you haven't tried, you should ( ) it a try before giving up.

(A) do (B) have (C) bring (D) give
(3) Do you get ( ) with your sisters and brothers?

(A) between (B) along (C) beside (D) for
(4) Please turn ( ) page 15.

(A) under (B) up (C) to (D) out
(5) You should take other people’s feelings ( ) consideration.

(A) on (B) for (C) into (D) along
(6) How did you come ( ) with that idea? It’s so original!

(A) to (B) in (C) for (D) up
(7) Can we go ( ) tomorrow’s plans? I want to get ready.

(A) on (B) over (C) in (D) along
(8) Do you know what’s going ( ) with Ricky?

(A) between (B) over (C) on (D) along
(9) To( ) you the truth, I'm going to leave school.

(A) teach (B) speak (C) tell (D) explain
(1 0) My mother speaks a different language ( ) my father.

(A) on (B) with (C) down (D) along

[ 5] Choose the best answer from (A) ~ (D) to complete each sentence.

(1) The doctor told my grandfather to ( ) from working long hours in the sun, but Grandpa
basically lives on his farm.

(A) recall (B) refrain
(C) remember (D) regain

(2) My dog loves to ( ) me on walks along the river.
(A) calculate (B) establish
(C) accompany (D) achieve

(3) After a series of bear attacks, the people in the community are living ( ).
(A) in shape (B) in case of
(C) in effect (D) in fear

(4) In( ) to the city, the countryside is cheaper and healthier for people to live.
(A) difference (B) forecast
(C) contrast (D) concern

(5) Mary was cleaning her room when she ( ) a map drawn by her grandmother.
(A) came around (B) came upon

(C) ran off (D) turned into



